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From my Study, December 25. 


HE Way to reclaima 
vitiated People is to car- 
ry our Inftructions to 
thePalaces of great,Men, 
for if we could work up- 

on the Minds of Princes, and of the 
Chief Magiftrares, others would 
plentifully reap the Fruits ot our 
Philofophy. Law-Makers are look’d 
upon asthe beft Prefidents that can 
be given. Thofe who prefcribe 
Rules ot Govetnment are more wor- 
thy of Adminiftration, and of an 
immortal Glory than the greateft 
Conquerors; yet their Memory does 
not come to us with the fame Fame 
as that of Cyrus and Alexander. The 
Reafon of it is, that our’ Minds be- 
ing not very capable of knowing 
true Grandure. do falfly joyn the 
Idea of it with fuch Actions as make 


a Noife. We cannot difcern what is 


great from what is wages, b and fo 


the Life of a Man who makes it his 
Bufinefs to cure the Internal Diftezu- 
pers of a State with good Laws, is 
an Obje& that makes no great Im- 
preilion, becaufe fuch a Work goes 
on flowly. But if a Man fubdues 
Cities and Provinces, and deftroys 
fome Millions of Men, and reduces 
as many to Beggary, he acquircs fo 
much Glory, that the lateft Pofterity 
will fpeak of him with ‘Tranfports 
of Admiration. This brings to my 
Thoughts the Plots made ufé of by 
Pythagoras to corre &the Infolencies 
of Men ; he work d by feveral pow- 
erful Engines to gain upon their 
Affeétions. Once he fhut himfelf in 
a fubterranean Cavern, and delired 
his Mother, during his Abfcnce, co 
keep an Account of what fhould 
happen. When he had been there 
as longas he thought fir, fhe found 
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means to deliver her Table-Book to 
him, as it had been agreed between 
them, where he faw the Dates and 
other Circumi{tinces of what pafs’d. 
He came out of his Prifon with a 
pale and lean Face, and told the Peo- 
ple he had been in H Il, to perfwad 

them of the Truth of it he difcove- 
red all that had happened in the Ci- 
ty fince his Departure. This Inven- 
tion had fuch an effeét upon his 
Hearers, that the whole Affembly 
fell a groaning and crying, and 
doubted no longer but he was a di 
vine Man. They gave him their 
Wives to inftru&, and believed that 
thofe Husbands whe refufed to pay 
the Matrimonii! Duties to their 
Wives. would be tormented with 
great Severity. His afhrming that 
he faw among the Reprobates the 
Souls of Homer, Hefiod, &e. very 
much tormented, prevailed upon 
the Women to part with their hae 
Cloaths and their Ornaments, and 
to undergoa Novicial of Silence for 
two Years ; but hve Years ro thofe 
who were moft inclined rorartle. 1 
have ordered Dr. Trotter to draw me 
up feveral Schemes of this kind, 
which may be of excellent ufe to 
fome People: For he is a Man of 
gecat Note about Town, and has 
many pretty artful Inventions to win 
Women over tothe Belief of his Mi- 
tacles. All his Draughts are taken 
fromthe Heathens, and much like 
that of a King of Alexandria, who 
for the Security of the City, and to 
put it in a Condition of avoiding, 
without any Danger, the Affaults of 
the Enemy, caufed a Column to be 


erected, anda Steel Looking-Glafs 
to be fer on the top of of it, which 
had fuch a Vertue, that all the Ene- 
mies Ships which friled by that Co- 
lumn (the G'afs being uncover'd) 
were miraculoully fet on Fire. The 
Doétor’s Arts, which are much finer, 
muft certainly be inchanting, and 
full of Magick ; for it is faid~he 
fhews his Cultomers very dexterouf.- 
ly the Faces of their Lovers, and 


thofé who have robb’d them, in a’ 


Looking-Glafs which hangs bya 
flender Thread upon the Sun’s Neck. 





From Piccadilly, at Seven a Clock at 
Night. 

TH 1S Evening | chanc’d to fee at 
the Coftee-houfe a Gentleman 

of my Acquaintance whom I had 
not heard of for near thefe twenty 
Years ; when I came in he had my 
Paper in his Hand, and was asking 
the Gentlemen in the Room feveral 
Queltions concerning me; faying, 
he wondered to fee his old Friend 
Sir Heifter Ryley reducedto fucha 
low ebb of Fortune, as to be con- 
cerned in fotrifling a Piece of Mer- 
chandize as a Penny Half fheer fill’d 
with Mifcellaneous Difcourfes. Find- 
ing that the Repulfes of the Compa- 
ny did not at all hinder him, from 
multiplying his Quieftions, I made 
my i tnotn to him. and invited 
him to my Houfe. When we came 
into my Little Parlour he faluted my 
Wife, and ask’d how all our Sons 
and Daughters did ; from this we en- 
ter'd upon Subjects more improving. 
Lhave lately (faid he) applicd my 
felf to the Study of curious Difcove- 
ries, 
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ries that have been made by Men of 
rehned Notions ; and perceiving by 
your Writings that you have many 
choice Rarities by you, I defire I 
may have a tranlient View of them, 
lrold him molt of the Pieces I had 
were ancient, and what hitherto had 
never bean difcovered. ‘Then I con- 
ducted him to another Apartment, 
and fhewed him feveral Originals, 
which gave him entire Satisfaction ; 
but one Piéture in particular, not fo 
much for the Rarity of it, as the 
ftrange Fancies and Humours he 
thought there appeared in the Phy- 
fiognomy. I told him the Piece re- 
prefented a Nobleman who always 
fhed a Tear when he faw his Cof- 
fers better fill’d than ordinary, fay- 
ing, that Rufhans would enter and 
rifle him of all his Treafure, and 
leave him in Penury. This Emblem, 
my Triend told me, put him in 
mind of a Paflage in Seneca, thata 
Philofopher confined himfeif to a 
feantier Dict than that of the fevereft 
Prifon; tothe molt heinous Ottender 
and found himfelf at eafe too, in a 
ftricter courfe thanany Man in the 
worlt Condition need to fear. But 
the Mifchief of it is, we are gover- 
ned in all refpeéts by Opinion, and 
every thing isto us as we think it to 
be. Atrer this I led the Gentleman 
into my Clofet. and fhewed hima 
fall Landskip newly drawn, which 
offered a Multitude of Vices which 
reigned in the ditlerent Conftitutions 
of Men. This Figure, when he had 
well examined it, threw him intoa 
kind of Amufzment. While he was 
under this Surprize, I told him, if 
he were ftartied at the Reprefenta- 


tion on this fide the Piece,how much 
concerned would he be when ! cur- 
ned it about, and fhewed him the o- 
ther fide, where he would fee the 
Emblem of hisown Mind, and be- 
hold al) his vicious Thoughts affem- 
bled together in a full Body. Upon 
the fight of this ftrange Objeé the 
Gentleman own’d, that what | had 
fhewed him was very uncommon, 
and that he knew not whether it 
were real or fictitious ; as fcarce be- 
lieving there could be fuch lively 
Reprefentations drawn by the Pencil 
of any Artift ; for every Figure in 
the Landskip, he faid, fhews an ad- 
mirable Luftre, which pierced his 
Imagination with Energy, andjtranf- 
fufed into his Mind a Scheme of eve- 
ry Action of the Perfons Lives from 
which they were drawn. 


From W ilfon’s Coffee-houfe, Dec, 26. 

WE are ealily drawn into the Paf- 
lions that our Defires are wil- 

ling to carry us, without confidering 
what end the Purfuitof them poinis 
to. A Gentleman here this Evening 
gave the Company an Account ofa 
Woman who practifes. Witchcrafe. 
She out-docs all the Wizards in 
North Britain and New England for 
Dexrerity, All her Guefts come to 
her tui of Expectation. A young 
Gentleman went to her laft Week, 
though it is not ten Days fince his 
Miltreis turn’d him out of ber Con- 
verfation, and demanded whether 
he thould have any more Offers {0 
conliderable as the former. She rold 
him he would politively have a Lo- 
ver in a wery fhort time, bur char 
there 
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there was only Three Thoufand 
Pounds to be paid down upon the 
Wedding-Day, and I'wo Thoufand 
at the Birth of the firft Child. The 
Spark went off entirely fatishied, and 
it is faid he heard of feveral who 
were likely to anfwer the Purpofts 
before mentioned, which has made a 
great Noife inthe Town, and carri- 
ed a Multitude of Guefts to the For- 
tune-Teller’s Apattment, Wid- 
owers and Widows refort thi- 
ther in great abundance, but moft 
by Candle-Light. A Pretty Girl a- 
bout Nineteen, who keeps her Un- 
kle’s Bar, and was formerly counted 
a little wanton, has received fuch an 
Afflurance from this Cunning-Wo- 
man, of being raifed to great For- 
tune, that nothing lefs will ferve her 
‘Turn than aGentleman with Ten 


‘Thofand Pounds, or a Merchant 
who keeps his Coach and Six. Some 
talk, that a grave Matron has like- 
wile received hopes of burying ker 
fixth Husband, and marrying a fe- 
venth as young as her firft Bride- 


groom. The Praétice of this Re- 
vealer of Myfterics, and the high 
Rates her Admirers give for the In- 
terpretation fhe puts upon things, 
imitates the If{landers, who pretend 
to know over Night, by the Difpo- 
fition of the Air, what Wind and 
Weather there will be the next Day, 
and that when they conjecture that 
there will be fuch a Wind whicha 
Stranger waits for to go off, they go 
to him and engage to fell him this 
Wind, which they doin th's man- 
ner. They ask the Stranger for his 
Handkerchief, in which they mut- 
cer fome Words, and immediately 
sie the Handkerchief with a Knor, 


as if it were for fear the Words pro- 
nounced fhould Hy away. After this 
they give him his Handkerchief thus 
ty’d, and advife him to keep it care- 
fully, as he receives it; afluring him 
that he fhall have a good Wind for 
all his Voyage. Now it fometimes 
happens, thac this Wind bkews the 
next Day ; but molt frequently it 
changes afrer the Stranger is gone, 
and isout atSea. If it happens bur 
once in a hundred times that the 
Wind carries the Stranger to the end 
of his Voyage, that fingle Chance 
authorizes the Error, notwithftan- 
ding a hundred contrary Experi- 
ments, andthe Error is fpread by 
him, who confidently fays, (becaufe 
he believes it) that he bought the 
Wind in Ifand, and that this Wind 
has carried him fife home. No Pco- 
ple in the World add more Fame to 
the Witchcraft of thefé iflinders than 
the Englifh and Ditch Sailors ; for of 
all Nations they are the beit Culto 

mers. and put the greateft Value up 

on the Delulion. ‘They believe thac 
there are fome Magicians in [ffand, 
who have the Power to {top Ships 
in full Sail in the openySea ; as alf 
that they who are thus ftupe make 
ufe of fome ltinking Fumigations for 
a Counter-Charm, by which they 
drive away the Devils, and the Ships 
being not harm'd, refume their 
Courfe. Thus we fuffer our felves 
to be impus’d upon in a thoufand 
Cafes, and they who offer the great. 
elt Inypolitiuons are the Perfons in 
Vogue, whom the Age retorts to for 
Advice. The Demb Fortune-Teller, 
and our Giply are undeniable Evi. 
dencesof the Truth of thefe Affer. 
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